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* To His : 
ROYAL HIGHNESS | 
The Duke of Orleavs, Gee; 


Mox5E1GNEu, 


E the Under-written, = | 
I are of theEſtate of the No. 
bles of Brittam, were ſo 
ſenſibly griev d by the Diſ⸗ 
ſolution of the States at 


the 4th Day of their Meet- 
ing, that we cannot contain our Selves, 


but preſume to take the Liberty of dil. 
covering it to your Royal Highneſs.” 4 
This ſevere and ſurprizing Shock, 


151 


which has no Precedent, neither fince 
the voluntary Vaion of this Province ta 


the 


rr rere 


- er 


es) 
the Crown, nor even under the Reigus 
of its firſt Sovereigas, ſuppoſes a capital 
Fault, of which the Nobility of Brit auny, 
who are firm in their Duty, and jealous 
of their Reputation, cannot bear to be 
ſuſpected; therefore they. iatreat your 


Royal Highneſs to permit them to wipe 


off an Aſperſion ſo Infamous, and which 
wounds them in the moſt tender part, 
becauſe it calls in queſtion their Obedi- 
ence and Loyalty. hs 

Tiis true, Monſeigneur, that on the 


16th Inſtant, a free Gift was demand- 


ed of the States, on the part of the 
King, by Acclamarion, or without De- 


lay; that the Nobility, and the third 


Eſtate deſired to adjourn to their Cham- 


bers, and that after mature Delibera- 


tion; . they anſwer'd the Gentlemen, who 
were the King's Cominiffioners, with 
all eke Reſpect due to thoſe who repre» 
fen Mis "Majeſty, by a ſolemn Deputa- 
tom that they could not grant the 
Free Gift without "inquiring into the 
are of their Funds. 


* 


Tho ſueh an Enquiry cou'd ſerve only 
to ſhew the deplorable Extremity to 
which the Province is reduc'd, never- 

cheleſs the Two Eftates would not have 
been thereby indue'd to refuſe the De- 
Wy > mand ; 
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ven to ancient Gentlemen; and à 


(7) 
mand; For a long time, Monſeigneur, 
they have only conſulted their Zeal, 
— not ſo much as meaſur'd it with 
their Ability, whenever it was neceſſa- 
ry to give His Majeſty a Proof of their 
Affection; and every Member ſpoke 


aloud for ting the Gift of 2 Midli- 
ons, bur il 


we muſt re- eſtabliſn our 
Fina noes, retrench ſuperfluous 
ces, and imitate the wiſe Conduct of 
that great Prince who governs us, by 
ſuppreſſing all the Abuſes which have 
crept into the Adminiſtration of our 


Affairs. | 5:21 


The Nobility were willing to begin 
with themſelves ; they ſacrific'd both 
their Penſions, and the Gratuities pi- 


thoſe Sums, the Diſpoſal of which His 
Majeſty was pleas'd to leave to the States, 
that no Part of what is rais'd upon the 
oppreſſed People might be converted to 
any other Uſe, but be all emplo 


— mw — to _ King, 
at the openin the Aﬀembly 
of the Eſtates %is uſual to diſtribute 
poor Nobility, whom 
the long Train of our Misfortunes has 
reducid to Beggary ; and whoſe Num- 
ber is ſo great, that *wou'd move Your 

| Royal 


ydina 
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Royal Highneſs's moſt tender Cormpaf: 
ſion to ſee them. 3 
Five hundred Gentlemen who com- 
poſe the Aſſembly, offer'd to advance 
this Sum out of their own Pockets, nei- 
ther did they intend a Delay, or to ſpin 
out the Time to a great Length; but 
gan with naming the Commiſſioners ap- 
pointed for their intended Enquiry, em- 
ploy'd themſelves in it from that very 
Day, and the Work was. almoſt finiſh'd 
when the Order was declar'd to us in 
the King's Name for diſſolving the 
States. | | 
- There is no other Remedy left now, 
Monſeigneur, for the deſponding Nobi- 
lity, who have had the Misfortune to 
diſpleaſe you; which is the more af- 
fitting to rhem, becauſe there is not 
one Man of their Order, who is not rea- 
dy to ſpend the laſt Drop of his Blood 
for the Service of the King, and Your 
Royal Highneſs, but to beſeech you to 
give a favourable Attention to the Rea- 
{ons of the 2 Eſtates, and to permit them 
to lay before You the hard and diſmal 
Condition, to which the Province is re- 
duc'd. Out of a profound Veneration 
for Your Royal Highneſs, we celebrated 
the Entrance of Your Auguſt Rg 
3 ä 7 
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by a Gift of 3 Millions. The unavoid* 
able Neceſſity they were put to, of ha- 
ving Recourſe to borrow Money for it, 
did not hinder them ; being perſwaded 
that a Prince who devoted himſelf with 
an indefatigable Application, and was 
animated by a ſuperior Genius, to find 


out Methods to caſe the State, was ca- 


pable of helping them out of an Abyſs 
into which they had voluntarily plung'd 
themſelves. With this Confidence they 
made Regulations, and drew up Remon- 
ſtrances, which were approved by a 
Contract paſs'd with the King's Com- 
miſſioners. The former were ſubverted 
by an Arret of Council, two Months af- 
ter the breaking up of the States, and 
it appears by the Anſwers made to the 
others, that little Regard was ſhewa to 
them, becauſe not only che Articles which 
concern his Majeſty's Finances, but alſo 


thoſe which could only rend to check the 


vexatious Proceedings of the Farmers, 
were no#favourably anſwer'd. 

The Two Eſtates, Monſeigneur, in 
examining the Condition of their Funds, 
before granting the Free- Gift, propos'd 
to make a juſt and regular Plan, which 
is, a Method advantagious for the Pro- 
vince, ànd equally ſo for the King's Fi- 

nancesz 
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nances, to get Your: Royal Highneſs's 
Approbation of it, and to beſeech You 


to confirm it ſo firmly, that it may. not 
be prejudic'd by the Arrets of Council, 
which ought not to be receiv'd in this 
Country, if Regard be had toits Privi- 
leges, a Piece of Juſtice which we ought 
to expect, from a Prince whoſe only 


Rule is Equity, 


 *Twas, not for Want of Zeal that the 
fame Acclamation, or immediate Con- 
feat, was not given now, as has been 
uſual for ſeveral Years. This Cuſtom 
was introduc'd in a Time of Plenty, 
when the Zeal of the Province, to ſhew 
the King thatthey were as ready to grant 
as he was to demand, prevaiPd over the 
Cuſtom. conſtantly obſerved, after the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Free-Gifr, viz. not 
to grant it till the Cloſe of the Aſſembly 
of the States, after all the Articles in 
Diſpute between the King's Commiſſi- 
oners and the Province were adjuſted. 

May we preſume to obſerde, Mon- 
ſeigneur, that the Term, Free- Gift, im- 
ports a Liberty to make Conditions, and 
that the Iuſtitution of the States, autho- 
rizes their Members to treat with the 
Commiſſioners, whom His Majeſty ap- 
points to hold the Aſſembly; always ob. 
| {erving 


( 
ſerving the Subordination that is due 
from the Subject to the Sovereign. 
I ̃ be inexpreſſible Miſery under which 
the Province groans, engages the States 
to take this Care; for otherwiſe the Peo- 
N pe would not have had a breathing time, 
but muſt have been ready, with their 
uſual Affection, to ſacrifice the little 
Subſtance they have got, to the Relief 
„ 1 
They are oppreſs d by the doubling 
the Chimney-Tax, by compounding for 
a Capitation-Tax, which infinitely ex- 
ceeds the general Tariffs of the reſt of 
the Kingdom, and whoſe Deficiencies 
have involv*d us in a Debt of 50coo00 of 
Livres, by the Decay of all manner of 
Commerce, and by the Scarcity of Spe- 
cie, which always going out to furniſh 
the Sums payable to the King, and never 
returning back again by the ordiaary 
Canals, have generally exhauſted it. 
The Province owes 36000000 of 
Livres. 
The Revenues of 1718 are already 
ſpent, and the Province muſt fink under 
the Weight of Intereſt for the Sums ad- 
yanced, if an Expedient be not found 9 
hinder the contracting of new Debts. 
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This, Monſeigneur, is but a faint 
Sketch of the Miſeries of this unhappy 
Province, to which muſt be imputed the 
Deſire of the States to regulate it, and 
to find out Methods that are leſs burden- 
ſom for furniſhing the Free- Gift to His 
Majeſty. —_ 88 

Of all the Demands which the Pro- 
vince makes, the only one that can di- 
miniſh the King's Finances, is, That He 
would be pleas'd to reduce the Capita- 
tion to 14000co Livres, and though the 
Nobility be over-rated, they don't make 
this Propoſal with a View to eaſe them- 
ſelves, but to regulate the Diminution ſo 
as it may be for the Eaſe of the People 
of the Country, and in the Towns, who 
can no longer bear the Burden. © 

If Your Royal Highneſs pleaſe to 
orant this, we will make no particular 
Diſtinction for this Province, but only 
put it in a better Way of having the 
Tax adjuſted ; and this Sum is only fix*d 
upon, to make it a certain Fund, of 
which His Majeſty may be ſure. 

They dare believe, Monſeigneur, that 
the other Articles of this Memorial, will 
not be refus'd, ſince they only relate to 
the Regulation of the particular Affairs 
of the Province. Permit the Nobility, 
1 Hm * Mon- 


(13) 
Monſeigneur, toopen their Hearts toYour 
Royal Highneſs with that Confidence 
which Your Goodneſs and the Generofity 
of your Mind ought to inſpire them 
with. You ſhall ſee nothing in us, but 
Sentiments of a moſt profound Veneration 
for Your Auguſt Perſon, and the higheſt 
Eſteem for Your great Qualities, - and of 
our moſt inviolable Fidelity to the King, 
and the State, The exhauſting: of this 
Province is a Proof of it, and it never re- 
fuſed to ſacrifice it ſelf for the Neceſſities 
of the Crown. It maintain'd at its own 
Expence 2 Regiments during the 2 laſt 
Wars, and beſides the Officers of which 
they were compos'd, an infinite Num- 
ber of Gentlemen did, and do till ſerve 
in them with Diſtinction. They flatter 
themſelves, Monſeigneur, that the De- 
lay of ſome Days, contrary, indeed, to 
an abuſive Cuſtom, but conformable to 
their antient Privileges, will not make 
Your Royal Highneſs have the worſe 
Opinion of a Nobility, which is ſo devo- 
ted 'to You; and towards whom You 
have declar'd You have a good Diſpoli- 
tion. We wait the Effects thereof, 
| Monſeigneur, with all the Reſpe& and 

Submiſſion due to Your Royal Highnels. 
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REMARK 5. 
5 J ls is the Remonſtrance ſo 

Ip frequently mention'd in the 
Ac” News from France, and for 
W which the Parliament or States 
of Britanny have been ſo much frown'd 
upon, and their Deputies ſo coldly re- 
ceiv*d at the Court of Fraxce, where we 
don't yet hear they have receiv'd any 
favourable Anſwer. 1 

"Tis not my Deſign to reflect on the 
Adminiſtration of the Duke Regent, 
Who is known to be a Wiſe, as well as a 

allant Prince. It is his Unhappineſs to 
be placed at the Head of a Government, 
after ſo many Princes, Who have for a 
long Courſe of Years rul'd that Nation 
with an Abſolute Sway, and as he is 
only a Truſtee for his Infant Sovereign 
it is not in his Power to alter the Form of 
Government which has been ſo long 
continu'd, without the Concurrence. oj 
the three Eſtates, which have been ſwal- 
. 


| (15) 
low'd up by the Arbitrary Reigns of 
preceding Princes. * 
It affords however an uſeful Inſtruction 
to thoſe Nations who are ſtill poſſeſsd 
of their Liberty, and may let em ſee 
what a valuable Thing it is, and that the 
preſervation of it is well worth all it has 
or may coſt them. 5 1 

France, before the Reign of Lewis XI, 
Was as free a Nation as any of its Neigh - 
bours. Their three Eſtates had as great 

Authority as our Parliament has now. 
Any one that will caſt his Eye on Horto- 
mans Franco Gallia, lately tranſlated into 
Engliſh by a noble Pen, will ſee this to 
be true. And as to this now miſerable 
Province of Brittany, which was united 
to the Crown of France, in the Reign of® 
Francis I. it appears by Hiſtory to have 
been expreſly provided for the Security 
of thoſe People, that the Bretons ſhould 
enjoy their own Laws and Cuſtoms, and 
that they might ſuffer no diminution, 
there was to be no Appeal from their 
Parliament to any Juriſdiction in France. 
The Nobility and Gentry of Brittany 
were to be promiſcuoully admitted to 
Digaities, Potts and Offices in the King- 
dom of France, as well as the French 
themſelves; That if any Impoſts ge 

ai 


1 
| 
| 
j 


„ 2238 % WC = we 


# 
: 
{ 

1 
? 

| | 

1 

| | 


Z 
laid upon their Commodities Heavier than 
thoſe of France, they ſhould be taken 
off, and if they enjey'd any particular 
Privileges in the Matter of Impoſts, they 
ſhould be left to them entire. 

How well this Stipulavion has been 
obſerv'd to them, appears by the Re- 
monſtrance above, nor are they the on- 
ly Sufferers by an Union with that 
Crown, the Kingdom of Navarre, and the 
Countries of Normanay, Maine, Dauphi- 
y, Burgundy, and Provence, have all the 


ſame Cauſe of Complaint, that inſtead of 


being better*d by that Union, it has to- 
tally ſubdu'd and inſlav'd them.  _ 

Theſe Things being very well known 
to every Reader of Hiſtory, one wou'd 
wonder that a ſet of People ſhou'd be 
found in Great. Britain, ſo fond of a 


French Model of Governmeat, that they 


have from Age to Age been courting it 
as the Divine Prerogative of Kings, and 
rather than not obtain it, would make 
a Sacrifice of their Lives and Fortunes, 
Rebel againſt our Lawful Sovereign 
and excellent Conſtitution, and heartily 


embrace Popery rather than miſs of Sla- 
very. N 


They bargain'd for it with France in 


the laſt Reign, and readily agreed to pur 
| 1 al 


A 
all the reſt of Europe under Chains; 
provided we might have our ſhare of 
em. Since Lewis XIV. dy'd, they laviſh'd 
Money out of the Bag to purchaſe the 
Slavery from Sweden which they could 
not obtain from France; and now, rather 
than want it, they ſeem as ready to 
make a third Bargain with the Turks, or 
any body elſe that will help them to the 
Great Bleſſing of a King bred up in all 
the Maxims of the Romiſh Idolatry, 
and the moſt conſummate Tyranny. 

Let them caſt their Eye upon this Re- 
monſtrance of their Neighbours, and if 
antient Hiſtories may be credited, their 
Kinſmen the Britons, and then they may 
ſee a very lively Image of the Arbitra- _ 
ry Government, which they ſo much 
long for. At the ſame time it muſt be 
oewn'd, that if thoſe Britons be deſcend- 
ed from the antient Inhabitants of this 
Iſland, they have much more of a Spirit 
of Freedom and Liberty than our Tory 
Britons, and would be heartily glad to 
exchange Governments with them. That 
[ag People made noble Stipulations 

r preſerving their Liberty, as we have 
heard already, and now, tho' they 
have loſt it, the remembrance of it is 
ſtill valuable in- their Account, and 
. - : affords 


(18) 
aFords them an unanſwerable Plea for 
its Recovery. They have taſted too 
much of the bitterneſs of Slavery to be 
fond of it, and ſigh and groan under the 
Oppreſſion, which . Faction 
have ſer up Couventicles to pray for 
and rais'd Mobs and Rebellions to fight 
ſor. 

This Conſideration one would think 
ſhould be ſufficient of it ſelf to cure 
them of their Frenzy, inſpire them 
with Repentance, for endeavouring to 
deſtroy our excellent Conſtitution, and 
make them become loving and obe- 
dient Subjects to our excellent Sovereign 
King GEORGE, who was ſent us by 
the immediate Hand of Heaven to Pre- 
ſerve it. | 

They cannot ſurely have forgot | how 
uneaſie they were in the Reign of tke 
late King James, for taking in their El- 
der Brethren the Papiſts to a ſhare of 
Prefertnents in our Councils, Armies, 
Navies, and Univerſities ; and that 
when the Popiſh Prieſts begun to take 
Churches Tithe Pig by the Tail, they 
cry'd out ſo loud of the Churches Dan- 

— that it was heard in Holland, and 
robght- over King WILLIAM to the 
Churches Reſcue, We remember 1. 
8 


that our High Church Biſhops did 
heartily congratulate their glorious De- 
liverer, and joyn with others in praying 
him to take the Admiaiſtration upon 
him; but their Goodneſs was like the 
Morning Cloud, and the early Dew; of 
a very ſhort Duration, for they ſoon re- 
nted of the beſt Thing they ever did. 
me profeſs'd Enemy's to King 
WILLIAM”s Title, refus'd the Oaths 
to him as their Lawful Sovereign, and 
inſtead of being Glorious Confeffots for 
| Religion and Liberty, tura'd Captains | 
| to lead the People back to Egyptian 2 
Bondage and Idola tx. 
Theſe and the De facto Men, laid the 
Foundation of all the Diſaffect ion and 3 
Rebellion, which has ſince pefter'd the 
Nations; and thoſe Principles which 
encourag'd the late King James to Ty⸗ 
rannize over the Bodies and Souls of his 
Subjects, are now again reviv'd and 
propagated by a ſet of Men, who boaſt 
of their ſacred and indelible Chas 
racter; with much more Induſtry than 
they preach the Truths of the Goſpel; 
which ought to be their Chief Buſineſs, 
were they the Men that they would, 
have others take them to be 
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One wovu'd hope that they will at laſt 
be convinc'd of their Errors and re- 
form, and that the Clemency of the pre- 
ſent Government ſhould be an irreſiſti- 
ble Motive to perſwade them to it. 
They ought alſo to conſider how fre- 
quently Heaven has declar'd againſt 
their Principles and Practices, and that 
all the Efforts the Faction have made 
ſince the Reformation to reduce us again 
to a State of Popery and Slavery, have 
iſſued in the Ruin of the Promoters. 
Let them ask their darling Brethren 
of Sweden, what Advantage they have 
reap'd from the High-Church Politicks, 
which their Clergy, educated by Pre- 


rogative Tutors at Oxford, &c. have 


brought among them. We believe, up- 
on Inquiry, it will be found: that the 
Seeds of Arbitrary Government, ſo in- 
duſtriouſly cultivated by thoſe worthy 
Labourers in their Maſter's Vineyard, 
bf Abſolute Power, and Unlimited Non- 
Reſiſtance, have produc'd a ' plentiful 
Harveſt of Slavery and Poverty; fo 
that the poor Goths are forc'd to eat 
Bark of Trees inftead of Bread, and 
to ule Sea- Water for Salt, cc. | 
Muſt not. theſe. be comfortable Do- 
QUrines, and is not this a glorious * 
: WW 
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of Politicks, which has turn'd the an- 
tient Gothick Nobility and Gentry, into 
Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Wa- 
ter? Have they not made à noble Ex- 
change to become Tide - waiters and Ex- 
ciſemen, inſtead of Counts and Barons, 
or at beſt to wear their Prince's coarſe 
military Livery, inſtead of ſuperſine 
Spaniſh Cloth, and French Brocades; or 
to be admitted Farmers of thoſe Eſtates, 
of which they were ance Proprietors. 

Certainly nothing but a judicial In- 
fatuation from Heaven, can inſpire Men 
with Principles ſo deſtructiveꝭ to all that 

can make them happy in this World or 

the next. , 043: ene een 
Their oppreſſed Neighbours the Bi- 
tous are taught the Falſhood of theſe 
Doctrines, and the Inhumanity of ſuch 
political Schemes, by their ſad Experi- 
ence; and inſtead of any Hopes to re- 
cover their antient Liberty which they 
ſo much feel the Want of; they muſt be 
content with booted Apoſtles, to teach 
them that they muſt not ſo much as make 
Uſe of Prayers and Tears to deprecate 
the inexpreſſible Miſery they lie under. 

I ſhall conclude with putting our 
High-Church Party in Remembrance; 
That Time was when King James II. 

treated 


(52) 

treated even his petitioning Biſhops as 
ſeditious Traytors. Let them then con- 
ſider * the de role Ba 1 
ſo u the ſup ather, thougt 
they dad gn, him to the Throns; 
what Treatment they are to expect from 
his pretended Son ; even though they 
ſhould be able to do him the like Favour, 
And fince none but Viſionaries can en- 
tertain the leaſt Hopes of ſucceeding in 
ſuch a Deſign, they muſt be the arrant- 
eft Fools in the World, that will venture 
their Lives and Eſtates in ſuch a Quar- 
rel, as has ruin'd all that have enmer'd © 
into it for 30 Years paſt ; and if they 
ſhould prevail, can expect no other 
Fruits from it, than ſuch Slavery and Po- 
verty as the poor Britons do now com- 
plain of; with the Addition of bei 
either oblig*d to renounce the Proteſta 

| Religion, or burn at a Stake; a Condi- 
tion as much worſe than that which the 
Britons can't bear, as the Loſs of the Soul 
is greater than that of the Body. 


